David Thornton

May 1976

Graduated from W.T. White High School, Dallas, Texas

August 1976-May 1978

Attended Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas

September 1978-June 1980

Attended Michigan State University, East Lansing, Michigan; graduated in June 1980 with a bachelor of arts degree, College of Social Science, School of Criminal Justice; graduated magna cum laude; member of the Phi Kappa Phi honor society

August 1980 

Accepted into the Fort Worth Police Training Academy, Fort Worth, Texas

November 1980

Graduated from the Fort Worth Police Training Academy; commissioned by the state of Texas as a police officer for the city of Fort Worth, Texas

November 1980-December 1983

Assigned to the patrol division of the Fort Worth Police Department

December 1983

Promoted to the rank of Corporal/Detective; ranked first out of 48 candidates who passed the civil service promotional examination

December 1983-August 1985

Assigned to the patrol division as a Field Training Officer—trained new recruits in patrol and departmental procedures

August 1985-October 1986

Assigned as a detective in the Criminal Investigation Division, Fort Worth Police Department; assigned to the General Assignment and Burglary Sections during this period

October 1986

Assigned as a detective in the Major Case Unit of the Criminal Investigation Division, Fort Worth Police Department

October 1987-September 1999

Assigned to the Homicide Unit of the Criminal Investigation Division, Fort Worth Police Department
May 1992

Nominated for the Criminal Investigation Division 1991 “Detective of the Year” award as a member of the Homicide Unit

May 1993 

Nominated for and received the Criminal Investigation Division 1992 “Detective of the Year” award as a member of the Homicide Unit

May 1994

Nominated for the Criminal Investigation Division 1993 “Detective of the Year” award as a member of the Homicide Unit

September 1999

Promoted to the rank of Sergeant, Fort Worth Police Department; ranked first out of all candidates who took the civil service promotional examination

September 1999

Assigned to the Major Crimes Section of the Criminal Investigation Division as the first-line supervisor over the Major Case Unit, Missing Persons Unit, Fraud Unit, and Fugitive Unit, Fort Worth Police Department

May 2001

Nominated for the Criminal Investigation Division “Supervisor of the Year” award as the sergeant over the Major Crimes Section in 2000

February 2002-Present

Assigned as the first-line supervisor over the Homicide Unit, Criminal Investigation Division, Fort Worth Police Department

May 2002

Nominated for the Criminal Investigation Division “Supervisor of the Year” award as the sergeant over the Major Crimes Section in 2001

September 2003

Created a proposal for a state grant to fund a detective and equipment to work exclusively on unsolved “cold” homicide cases; the grant proposal ranked first out of all new grant proposals received by the state and was awarded to the department

May 2005

Received the 2004 overall “Officer of the Year” award as supervisor over the Homicide and Cold Case Units; this marked the first time in the history of the department that a supervisor (rank of Sergeant or above) received this award










